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Patter ofthe CHURCH in ies 


a fered of the Lord is with them that Fee him; and be will 
fhew them his‘covenant, ‘The Pfalmift David. 
' ‘Surely the Lord God will do nothing, but he revealeth his fecret 
unto his fervants the prophets... Propher Amos. 
_ Thus faith the Lord, the holy one of Ifrael, and his Maker, afl : 
me things to come concerning my fous, and ‘concerning the, 
. work of ¥ my hands*command yeme,  Ifaiah 45, 11. 
Many thall a to and fro, and knowledge fhall be increafed, 
Daniel 12, 4e 
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ON ON ON eT 


At aMeeting of the Town of Piymoutn, 


legally affembled and held at the Court~ 
Houfe inPtymoutn, March 16, 1778, 


Voted, 


2 teas. Major Fofhua Thomas, Wilhane 

Watfon and dfaac Lothrop, Efq'rs. 
be, and they hereby are appointed a 
Committee, to wait on the Rev. Samuel 
Weft, with the Thanks of this Town, 
for his learned and ingenious Sermon, 
delivered:i in this "Town, on the laft An- 
niverfary of ‘the landing. of our. Fathers 
here, and requett : a, ey thereot, that 
it may he Punteg.. ae 
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ANNIVERSARY SERMON. 


2% « ue rrt 


gk mL AH Lees Sy O.. 
Hear the word of the LORD, ye that tremblé at hit word: your 
brethren that hated you, that caf seu cut for my names fake, Jaid, 
Let the Lord be glorified ; but he fhall appear to your joy, and 
‘they fhall be ofhamed. A doice’ of noife from the city, a voice 
From the temple, a voice of the LORD that rendereth recompenfe. 
to his enemies. Before fhe travailed fhe brought forth ; before: 
Ther pain came, fhe was delivered of a man child. Who hath 
heard fuch a thing ? Who hath feen fuch things ? Shall the earth 
be made to bring forth in one day, or fhall a nation be born at 
once ?-For as foon as Lion travailed fhe brought forth her chil- 


ypidren Shall Lbring to the birth, and nor caufe tobring forth ? 


Saith the LORD ; fhalil caufe to brivg forth, and fhut the — 


ane i ith thy God, 


S the end of our  ademblane toge- 
_ ther at time, is to commemorate 
the goodnels, of God.towards our 
forefathers, i in conducting them from their 
native land, into this Apoe ata wildernefs, 
and providing for thein here a fafe retreat 
from the rage and malice of prelatical bi- 
gotry 3---and as he has, by a numerous 


“tain of furprizing events, reinarkably 


fey 7 

fhewn himfelf to be our Gad; as he ‘was 
the God of our fathers ; Ithoyght I could 
not better entertain this refpectable affem- 
bly, than by chufing this paflage of facred 
fcripture for the fubject of our prefent 
«meditation : For, I have-been fully pet- 
fuaded in my own mind for fever al years, 


‘that this text does contain in it, a pro-. 


phecy of the difpenfations of divine pro- 
vidence towards his church and people-in 


New-England ; And I hope to make it 


appearhighly probable, that a great part 
of this text has already. been remarkably 
‘fulfilled in our Land, 


In. the mates of our text, (we find two 


things worthy of obfervation. The firft 
is, the relation of a fact, viz. That the 
church and people of God were hated, and 
‘grievoufly. perfecuted by their ‘brethren. 
The fecond is, a gracious promile, that 


God would appear for the deliverantee of - 


his church and people, and to” seks “con- 
fufion of their adverfaries, | : 


The firft thing g worthy of our obfervation : 
se the relation of a fact, viz. “That the 


church and people of God were hated, and _ 


_ grievoully perfecuted by. their brethren. 
That, the perfons who fuffer this affli@tion 


- Sesame aay oreo Sena ish “3 Ta 
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: from their brethren,: are the churchand 


people of God, appears from the character 


a. itvour-text, of trembling at 
‘di 


ivine «word, '---Hear. the word of the 
LORD, ye thac tremble at his word » Now 
chofe that’ tremble at the word, or’com- 
mand of God, are the peculiar favorites 
of héaven, who walk in all the ordinances and 
commandments of the LORD blameleft, who are 
in heart fincere, and being’ humble and. 
éontrite, ‘are afraid to difobey, ‘or break 
the divine law. ‘Thefe are the true church 
of God, in oppofition to all hypocritical, 


_ formal profeflors, who are ftrangers to 


experime tal religion’ and the power of 
godlinels ; fee the fecond’ verfe’ of ‘the 
context,---Bur to this man will I look, even 
to him that is poor, and - of a contrite Spirit, 
and ‘that trembleth at my word ;--this is the 


man whom God will accept ; whereas the 
re hypocritical formalitt difpleafesGod, while 


he pretends to obey his ordinances ; as we 
may fee in the’ third verfe ; He rhar hilleth 
an ox, 15 asif he flew a man s-he that facrificeth 
alamb, asif he cut off a dog’s neck; -he that 
offereth an oblation,as if he offered fio ines bloods 

he that burnesh-incenfe, as if he bleffed an idol. 
The reafon of God’s difpleafure: ate fuch 


pérfons,is rendered in the following words; 


ee aaa 
=-Y'ea. they have’ chofen theiriown ways, and 
their foul delighteth in their. obominations : i.e. 
They had. mixed their. own dinyentions 
with the. divine inftitutions ; they ‘had 
made void the law of God, through their 
own. traditions, and hadi taught, for doc= 
trines, the commandments of, men, ;, and 
they delighted in many things, that were 
contrary to the divine will. But thofe who 
tremble at. the. word.of God, dare not 
delight.in anything that isan abomination 
to the LORD: they dare jnot add any thing 
to the word of God; neither dare they 
diminith ought from it ; they are afraid 
to corrupt the Divine Word with their own 
- inventions; they dare not fet up any 
human. inftitutions. in the room , of the 
DivineCommands. To tremble at the word 
of God, and to fear God, are fynonimovus 
terms,and mean thefame thing : fee Philip. 
2d-chap. andrathverfe. Work out your own ° 
falvation with fear and trembling.'. Now the 
fear of the Lord in f{eripture, fignifies the 
whole of religion andtrue piety; feeEcclef. 
xii. 13. Let us hear the conclufion of the whole 
marter », Fear God, aud keep his commandments 
for this is the whole duty of man. The object 
of the divine fearjin the law of God ; hence 
the Pfalmift {peaking of the Divine Law, 


# 
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Is ie the fear of the Lord, Prat. r9¥'9, 
bar Of the Lord is clean, enduring forever’: 
e. the Divine Lav, which is ‘the object 
and only rule of true religious fear, is pure 
and free from all corrupt mixtures of hue 


by 
res 


~ 
7 
; 


% an invention, and, like the author of it, 


all abide fotevér. “If the Jaw Of God is 


‘the Whole File‘of ou Condutt, ‘and the 


fole bround fall crue religious fear ; ther 
thofe who fear God, “and ‘tremble at his 
Word, are fuch, who dare not fer up the 


OL Pao ¢ : itt : i$ Foal five 
. ordinances and Commandments of men in 


the 2 a Inftitutions ; they, 
are afraid to folicit the fayor of men by 
y. finful compliances with their bu- 
ours ; becaule that fach a conduét is in- 
confiftent with their being the fervants of 
God : Therefore they até “hated ‘by ‘thé 
world ;---there always was, and there af- 
ways will be, arsenmity between the feed | 
of the woman, and the feed of the ferpent s 

Idien of God have always been 
the children ofthe wicked one ; 
hence our Saviour tells his diftiplés, ‘Matt. 
10-, 22. Le foall De hated of all mien for iny 
names Jake ; and he declares, in fohn 17, 
14., that the world hath hated them, because 
they are not of the world #3. @2becatile they — 


 difapprove of the maxims of ‘the “World, 
> 2 . B : 


[ ro ] 


and bear teftimony againft the wicked- 
nefS of it.---But what renders the cafe in 
our text the more aggravated, is, that the 
children of God are hated, not by ftran- 
gers and foreigners, but by their own bre- 
thren ; 3 ; your brethr enthat hated you; by which 
we are to underftand, that they were hated 
by their own nation, who profeffed ‘the 
worfhip of the true and liying God ; for 
the perfecutors of the. church. of God in 
our text, are doubtlefs the fame that are 

defcribed in the 3d and 4th, verles, of, the 
context, who, under pretence of. wor \ip- 
ping the true God, chofe their own ways, 
and delighted i in their own abominations ; $ 
i. e. they mixed their own inventions 
with the Divine. Inftitutions ; hey. 
evil in the fi ight. of the Lord, by. adulterat- 
ing and corrupting his word 5. and. they 
were angry with the true worfhippers of 
God, becaufe they rejected the unfcrip- 
tural traditions, by which thefe shypocri- 
tical profeffors had adulterated his pure 

worlhip, and becaufe they would not fub- 
mit to their corrupt additions to the word 
oftruth. This excited the hatred of thefe 
bigotted traditionifts, who were determin- 
ed to caft them out, as unworthy of their 
communion and fellowfhip, pr etending . 


foi J 

that God could not be acceptably, wor- 
fhipped, nor duly honored,., unlefs. their 
own additions: to the word. of God were 
readily complied with and obeyed. Your 
brethren that hated you ; that caj? you out for 
mynames fake, faid, Let the Lord be glorified ; 
i, e. the men that hated you, and, caft you 
out, did it becaufe you ftrictly adhered to 
_ the truth; becaufe you profefled my name, 

and kept tomy worfhip in the purity of 
it's for they pretended, that God -could 
not be: glorified, unlefs their inventions 
were complied with, and their-commands 
were obeyed.» BLO ES wes sas te y9 1 t 
“It is worthy of obfervation, that the 
word which we tranflate, ca/? out, is very — 
_ emphatical In the original, and fignifies'to 
feperate from, and to rejée& any’ perfor 
or thing as impure and ‘unclean, And alfo 
to expel, remove far away, or to caft afar 
off ; fo that the people of God, for main- 
taining Divine Worthip! in its genuine pts. 
rity, were viewed by” their fu perftitious 
bretlireh as being fo impure and ‘unclean; 
that out of zeal for God, left his hame and 
worfhip fhotild be polluted, and them- 
felves ‘defiled by ‘converfing with fuch 
{candalous *perfons, they thought? them- 
felves obliged,not only to cat them our of 


[ey 


deir coltimarnion and fellowthip, but A 
they oughtito.ufe them with fuch > rigor 
and’ cruelty ds:owould o invefieét drive 
them afar off,candsforce then ‘to feek a re= 
treat from their rage and: malice:in. fome 
foreignland:-- and that this isithe means 
ig oftheir being caft rout! by >their) bre- 
thren; is fairly implied in: the’ 8th 'verfes 
~--Shall the carthbe: made to bring forth in one 
day, ot oalk@ nation be borm:at once ; for as 
frowas Zion travailedsfhedroughe forth her 
children ; i. e.cas{oon'as'theixiextreme tri- 
pulation came'on, the whole laud where 
they dwelt became a diflin@ination from 

‘their enemies,;-but this could .not.have;ta- 
ken, place. had they; at that time;, dwelt i in 


_ the fame land with; sheirsnsifeansingat | 
thren ; the « conclufion then is,,that w 


ic is faid, they were aft out, by, their bre- 
thren, i it means, that they, were forced. by 
the perfecution of their enemies. to flee 
into,a foreign. land, that thereby . they 
might efcape the malice | of, their. foes.---A 
falfe blinded zeal. promptsjits vyotaries, to 
commit the, greateft © outrages | and, cru- 
elties agianft the jmaintainers of true re- 
digion under the notion of pleafing God.: 


ay ce our Saviour tells his. difciples, John 
FG 2 > Fey Sfoall pus you, ont, of, yithe Synar 


a Cone ee 


| $3}. 
‘go ues, yea, the time cometh, that whofoever 
‘Killeth you will think that he doth God Servite, 
‘So thele hypocritical profeffors in our text, 
thotight they were glorifying God, while 
they were hating, perfecuting and expel- 
ding from their poreers, tind true petits 9 
pare of God." a ee 
i Nos, could they. reft contented with on- 
ly exercifing fuch rigor, as to drive them 


_ out of:their fight, and caufe them,to. fice 


into a foreign land ; but their reftlefs, fu- 
ry. and, ambition prompted them to. pur- 
fue their brethren, wath unrelenting crus 
elty, into the very place to the which they 
-had retreated for, fhelter. from their rage 


- and. malice, This appears tome to. be 


fairly, Peptic. in the 7th and 8th verfes--- 
- Before, fhe travailed, fhe, brought, forth, Si Cor 
As foon as Zion travailed foe. brought for th, &c. 
Here you,fee;is mention made of the tra- 
vail of Zion, i.e, the church of. God, Now 
this, metaphor. is ufed in. fcripture, to de- 
noteand exprefs.a very fevere. tribulation, 
~eyen fuch an one,as fills the. mind with 
great, confternation and. anguith. ; ; fee Je- 
remiah, 30+ 55 6, 7. Thus faith the Lord, 
we have heard:a.voice ofitrembling, of. fear, 
and. not,.of peace... Afk ye,now, .and fee whee 


ther a man doth, ir ravail with childg. wheres 


us faces, are 
wurned into, shat Give hat day is 
great,y fox that noneris like it; Aare the 
timevof, Facob’s srouble, but, he frall, be faved owt 
of it. ‘This terrible calamity here called 
a ‘travail appears to me to be fomething 
thar takes" “place Jong after’ they Avere caft 
out by their brethren, and to aig entirely 
dihingt fiom it ; becanfe this travailis ree 

refehtedl as being the itimedtiate occafion 
: theif, Bed Lechawiit FUKIA” ‘nation from 


their’ eibreth rey ‘pall a nation Be born atonte? | 


for as oon" a3 ‘Zion travailed ‘fhe ‘brought forth 
her childr Cia ; ‘atid alfo, becaulé before this 
travail c ay on, as ‘were pofleffed: of 
‘a political head? fignified, ‘as we'tiall: 
hereafter, by the | coh OF WHE Thal 

which’ feeins to bé Confidered'as te’ means 


of their being fiipported, ‘and’cartied thro” 


e ES + but Bekord their were -eaft 


psi brethren! they “arelnot™ con. 
ay 


Rave ny Civil powers ditine 
froth test : Not cottld’ a téw weak efi 
gees; ‘that were’ obliged to’ flee - from the 
per! cution of their brethren into’ a ‘fo- 


reion Yand) beable: immediately to forth | 


themflves, into’an: independént ftate; and 
betome ‘a *dittimtt” nation’ from their’ bree 


calamity of war. Firft, becaufe the ferip- 
tures frequently _expref{s the judgment of = 


woman in travqil : Jeremiah alfo {peaking 
of the. deftruction brought upon the Jew- 
ith ftate by the Chaldean army, expreffes: 
their calamity by this metaphor, Jerem. 
4+ .31. For I have heard a voice as of @ wor 
man in travail, and the anguifh as of her that 
— bringeth forth her firft child, the voice of the 
Daughter of Zion ; that bewaileth berfelf, that 


per. 
: fpreadetD’ ‘her hands, faying, Wo is me now, for 
my foul is wearied becaufe of murderers: And 
the fame prophet {peaking of the confter- 
nation that {hould feize the Moabites, and 
Edomites, when they faw themfelves fur- 
rounded by their enemies, declares the 
hearts of: their mighty men Soould be, in that day, 
like the heartofa woman in ber pangs ; Jerem. 
48. 41. fee alfo Chap. 49. 22. Many o- 
ther paflages of {cripture might eafily be 
produced, where this fe is ufed to fig ig- 
pify the calamity of war: Sothat from 
‘the known and ufual fenfe of this meta- 
phor, I conclude, that the travail of Zion 
in our text, implies init that confterna- 
tion of mind, which had feized her, be- 
caufe her enemies had engaged herin aca- 
lamitous ware Secondly, another reafon, 
which convinces me, that Zion’s travail 
means the calamity of war, is, that the 6th 
verfe doesplainly contain in it an alarm of 
war : A voice of noife fr om the city, 4 voice 
from the temple, a voice of the Lord that reu- 
dereth recompence to his enemies; i.€. an a- 
larm of war to roufe the inhabitants to 
defend themfelves agaffift their enemies. _ 
Thirdly, the man-child, or ruler, menti- - 
oned in the 7th verfe, as being born. for 
the pr otection of the people of God ; and 


- 


= ee. “a 
the children that are mentioned in the’ 
and 9th verfes, as being born for the de- 
fence of Zion againft her foes, plainly im- 
ply, that her perfecutors had made” war 
againft her.---We fee then, that’ the per- 
fecution and affli@ion which the people 
of God fuffered from their brethren, was, 


their being caft out, in the firft place, as 


unworthy of their fellowfhip, and driven 
by them afar off, even into a foreign land, 
Where, after many years, the malice of 
their enemies purfues and inyolves them 
in all the horrors of a calamitéus war; juft 
as in the Revelation ‘of the Apoftle John, 
we find, that when theDragon had by his 
perfecution driven the woman into the 
wildernefs, he ftill continued ‘to vent his 
rage and malice againft her ; for we read, 
Rey. 12. 17. that zhe Dragon was wroth with 
the woman, and went to make war with the 
remnant of ber feed, which keep the command- 
‘ments of God; and have. the teflimony of Fofas 
Chrift.---Having confidered what: the per- 
fecution was, which the people of God 
fuffered from their brethren Sy Aste 
~~ Tecomeé now to the 1 \2 
,-SEconp thing worthy of obfervation. 
in our text, viz.. A gerierous promife that 
God would appear for the protection and 
fe 


ee 2 

deliverance of his people, and to the con- 
fufion of their enemies ;---but he fall appear 
to your jay, aad they foal be afbamed. God is 
always ready to appear for the protection 
and fafety of his covenant people, while 
they put their trait in him ; and he will 
deliver them from their enemies : me 
God’s Brome to David in Pfalm 89. | 


I will beat down his foes before his face, Aaa 


plague then that hate him. The Lord pro- 
mifed the children of Ifrael, that if they 
would be obedient to his laws, they fhould 
overcome their encmics ; feeLey. 26. 3, 74S. 
If ye walk in my fiatutes, and keep my com- 
mandments, and do them---ye fhall chafe your 
enemies, and they fhall fall before you by the 
fword ; and five of you fhall chafe a hundred, 
and an hundred of you Soall put ten thoufand to 


ight s and your enemies hall all 4 are yous’ 
ig " ye 


4 the [word 


Sucu aregard has God for bis cove- - 


nant people, that he ever efteems what is 
done again{t them, as being done againtt 


_ himfelf, fee Luke ro. 16. He that de o[pifeth 


you, defpifeth me 3 and he that defpifeth me, 
de[pifeth him that fent me ;---Thus when Saul 
~ was perfecuting the church of Chrift, the 
Lord fays to him Acts, 9. 4. Saul, Saul, 
why perfecuteft thou me ? For this reafon 


Cae. 7 
God always brings the moft terrible” and 
defolating judgments upon thofe that per- 
fecute his church and people ; hence he 
tells the Jews,---He that toucheth you, toucheth 
the apple of his eye, Zech. 2.8. Even when 
the church and people of God have Very 
grievoufly finned and rebelledagainfthim, 
fo thatin holy anger he has permitted,the 
nations of the world to overthrow them, 
and bring them into bondage ; yet he has. 
been pleafed to bring the fevereft judge- 
ments upon thofe, who were the inftru- 
ments of punifhing his people for their 
fins : Thus we find that the Chaldeans, who 
were permitted for the wickednefs of the 
Jews to carry them captive into Babylon, 
were for this very thing, threatned with 
no lefs punifhment, than that of being 
given up as a prey to their enemiics; fee 
Jerem. 50. 10, 11. And Chaldea fhall be a 
fpoil ; all that [poil her fhall be fatisfied, faith 
the Lord ; becaufe ye were glad, becaufé ye 
rejoiced, O ye deftroyers of mine heritage. From 
what has been faid, we learn, that it is 
part of God’s covenant with his people, to. 
deliver them from their oppreffors, and 
feverely to punifh all that have injured 
them. Now the means whereby God 
.. appears for the help and delieyerance of 


E 29 ] 


his people,.in gun text, ars: afeByzowing | 


up an ANSE thet to, ftand » -in, the 
defence oF. helt ult. rig! its gaint, their 
enemies. 2¢ ily. ~] providing them. with 
a political. head, ‘or Tuler ; and 3d/y.. By 
oat uing to. animate the. people to refitt 
e8,. untill their deliverance i ig com- 
a cin the fifi place, we find the 
emia up: and: animating the people, 
1 the, 6th verfe, to ftand forth | in theide- 
feige of. their invaded. rights... 4 voice of 
noife, from the Here . ¢.aca [to ‘the people 
toge ther them elves together, to ftand i in. 
their own defence againtt their foes. 4 
Voice from the temple ;, i. ¢, a, call. to. the 
minifters of the alter, animating and en- 
: couraging the people, bravely to. defend. 
_ their juft rights. “4 voice of the the Lord that 
rendereth recompence to his enemics ; is €. This 
yoice Of, the people, is the voice of the 
‘Lord; ’tishe that has moved and excited 
the people,that by. them as inftruments,he 
may render recompence to his enemies by 
feverely punifhing them for. opprelling | his 
people.---We are, in the Second place, in- 
formed of their being provided with a 
political head for their protection, ex~— 
preffed in the ath verfe, by the birth of the. 


man-child ; me La Jha travailed, (he baat 
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forth.s befare her pain came, fhe was delivered 
of @ man-child : i.e. before her enemies 


gum upon the place, who paraphrafes the 
words of the 7th verfe thus,---Before her 
tribulation comes upon her, fre frail be redeem 
eds before trembling Seizes ber like the® pangs 
of @ travailing woman, her king fball be-re= - 
vealed. Thus you fee, this antient Chal- 
| dec Paraphratt, who flourifhed in the reign 
of Herod the Great, or; near about the 
~ time that Chrift was born, wnderftood by. 
the man-child, a king, raifed up to deliver 
the people of God from their tribulation-; 
and that he was to be manifefted before 
_ their trembling for fear came upon them. 
_ We find alfo the Apoftle John in the Reve- 
lation ufing the fame metaphor to fignify 
aking, or ruler ; fee Rev, 12. 25:5. Where 
he tells us thathe faw a woman clothed with 
the fun, . and having the.moon under ber feet, 
aud upon her head a crown of twelve flars; and 


= © 


fre being with child, cried, travailing 4 in birth, 
and pained to be dé Livered---and fhe brought forth 
a man-child, who was torule all navions with 
a rod of iron : and ber child was caught up 
uito God, and to bis thronev™ “Here we fee, 
that. barlin-child is meant a king, who 
was to rule all nations with an iron rod: 
and the beft expofitors by the man-child 
underftand Conttantine the Great, the firft 
Chriftian Emperor, who defended the 
church againft the rage andamalice of the 
heathen world. From thefe authorities 
I conclude, that by the man-child in our 
text, is meant fupreme civil power, whe- 
ther lodged in the hands of one, or many 
for in antient times, by a king was fre- 
quently meant any kind of political head--- 
hence fohn, in the Revelation, calls the 
feyen heads of the beaft, feven kings, by 
which he means the feveral forms of Ro- 
man. Government : for, according to our 
beft interpretors, ‘not only kings, empe- 
rors and dictators, but alfo coniuls, tri- 
bunes.and decemviri are here called kings. 
So the learned Mr. Mede cites a paflage 
from Homer, where he calls a fenate of 
nobles by the name of Famous Kings: we 
likewife find Abimelech putting the quef- 
‘tion to the men of Shechem, Judg. 9. 2+ 


[23 ] 
W hether (fays he) is better for you, either rhay 
all the fous of Ferubbaal, which are three [core 
and ten perfons, reign over you, or that one reign 
over you : we fee from this inftance, that 
the being governed by one perfon or by 


many, is exprefled by the fame phrafe of 
reigning over them.---From thefe exam- _ 


_ ples it appears, that king, or*kingdom, 


was fometimes ufed by the antients to 


- fignify any ftate or polity, whether mos 


narchical, ariftocratial, or popular. The 


people of God being thus poffeffed of a 


political head by the birth of a man-child, 


_ even before they were involved in the 
. calamities of war, we find, that as foon 
asthe war had taken place, God in a moft 

wonderful and unheard of manner ftirred 


up the people through the whole land to 
refift their foes, and to appear for the help 
of Zion in her diftrefs ; and of a fudden 
they were formed into a diftin@ nation, 
and acted as a people independent of any 
foreign jurifdiction : Who hath heard fuch 


_ -& thing ? Who hath [een fuch things ?. foall the 


_ earth be made to bring forth in one day, or fhall 


4 nation be born at once ? for as foon as Zion tra= 
vailed, fhe brought forth her children. Here we 
fee, that the firm union of all the people 
thro’ the whole land,and their being fully 
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~ determined to affit Zion ie fine diftrefs, ‘ 
reprefented as a very wonderful and un- 
heard of thing ; even'as flrange as though 
the earth fhould bring forth a people in 
an inftant, oras if a whole nation fhould 
fart into exiffence in one day. Now ac- 
cording to thes-common courfe of things, 
we know, that it muft naturally take up a. 
great lenoth of time for a people to be 
brought forth, or for a nation to come © 
into éxiftence ; may we not then very 
natually: conclude from the words of our ° 
text; that the malice of the enemy was 
dire@ied ée incipally, if not wholly againit 
Zion ; and that multitudes of people im- - 
mediately efpoufed her caufe,againft whom 
the malice of the foe had not becliev eed: 
aud ‘that their fo readily efpoufing the 
caufe of Zion, is the reafon why they are 
confidéred'as children born for her affif- 
tance. And does not the wonder confit 
inthis ?° yizie that the whole earth, i. e. 
a great and numerous people inhabiting 
the adjacent countries, fhould efpoufe the 
eaufe of Zion, whoin numbers was much 
fmaller than themfelvés, and by fo doing, 
involve themfelves:in the calamitous war. 
that had been commenced againft her ; 
and conlequently be obliged: to aé& as a 
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diftin& and feperate nation from thé 
“power they were oppofing,dnd with whieh 
they were, till now, united into one’peo- 
“ple. This is-a thing wonderful indeed! 
“and this, ‘I apprehend, is the very thing 
~{poken of in our text, as what hid never 
been heard of, nor feen before: for a na< 
‘tion ‘being born’ at once, as.foon as, Zion. 

travailed, implies, that before this travail 
had taken place, neither the city of Zion, 
“mor any of her friends, were conlidered. 
-as'a diftin@ nation, from their perfecut.: 
“ing brethren ; :and:their immediately be- 
Coming a diftiné nation as foon as Zion’s 
tribulation feized her, was a thing: unex- 
pected by their foes, and furprizing to 
allthat heard it.’ Further, we may) ob-. 
‘ ferve, that when it'is» aid, that the man- 
child was born before Zion travailed, i. e.! 
~ that a political head was. eftablifhed be< 
 fore'the war againft Zion commenced, :it 
‘implies, that the’ people of God weresas« 
~ Jafmed with certain cruel impofitions,that 
- were laid upon them ‘by their enemies, 
which made them judge it neceflary to be 
- provided with a political head, or leader, ' 
to condué them through thofe calainities, 
which they were apprehenfive’ were com- 
ing upon them; but though they had — 
: Dios; it 


hs ate a 


& 


oe ae Bo 


fuch a forefight of the dangers that threat- 
~ned them, as to think it. prudent to efta- 
blifh a political head ; yet it appears from 


' the text, that they had then no defign of - 


“becoming a diftiné nation from their per- 


. -fecuting brethren ; for had they defigned 


ewrevolt from their brethren, when they 


/ firft: eftablithed their political head, their 


becoming a diftinét nation would. not 
~have been fpoken of-as'immediately — tak- 
ing place upon the travail of Zion, i. e. 


- upon the commencement of the war ; for 


in this cafe, their becoming a diftin@ na- 
tion muft have been placed at the birth 


~of the man-child.---It is further implied 


-din the text, that although as foon as Zion 
~travailed, fhe fhould bring forth her 
. children to defend and prote¢t her caufe ; 


yet it would be a confiderable time be- 
fore her tribulation would be at an end, 


~and her. deliverance; be fully compleat- 


ed _;---this I gather from thefe words, Shall 
Tibring to the birth, and not caufe to, bring 


> forth ? Saith the Lord: fhall I caufe to bring 
firth and foutthe womb? Saith thy God; ise. 


As Ihave. fo wonderfully brought forth 


a people to maintain the caufe of Zion 
sagaintt her enemies, can you think that I 
will ilay my hand, and pet continue to 
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raife up perfons to defend her, till her des — 
liverance is compleated : be not difcoti= 
raged nor difmayed, either with the length, 
or with the feverity of your tribulation ; 
_ for asI have began to raife up fons for the 
defence of Zion, fo will I continue my” 
mercy in raifing up children. for her pro- 
tection, until fhe is entirely delivered from 
her enemies.----Here then is ‘the Third 
means, by which God appears for the help 
and deliverance of his people, viz. his 
continuing to animate them to refitt their 
foes, until their deliverance fhould be 
‘compleated. ---For we have the faithful 
“word of God, that Zion fhould not be 
forfaken in her tribulation, but that like ~ 
a fruitful mother fhe fhall be continually 
bringing forth fons for her defence, until 
fhe has obtained an entire victory over 
her foes. A moftglori 10us fupport in fuch 
a time of diftrefs. : 


I have now gone thro’ with the expla 
nation of the text ; but before ] apply ic 
to the prefent acwation:, I beg leave to take 
notice of the glorious, peaceful and hap- 
py ftate of the church, which is to take 
upon her being entirely delivered from 
her perfecuting brethren ; as alfo of the 
utter overthrow and deftruction of her 


encinies.. This predidion is contained in 
the words in mediately ene our text, 

ci. DLE SEE? SSL sis oF tee) 
‘16th verfe 


the. breafts of her confolations 


ad 


ing irae shen Jill ye fuck, je fpall be borne 
upon. ee fils be dandled upon her knees. 


gowards bis fervants, and his indignation to- 
.a S82 L PTE GOCE St 


all who loved Jerufalem, and mourned for 
her, i.e. who fought her profperity, and 
were grieved for the affliction which the 
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fuffered from her perfecuting brethrenz 
are called upon to rejoice with joy for her 
compleat deliverance from her enemies ; 
becaufe, that now they might fuck, and be 
fatisfied with the breafts of her confolation; i. e.” 
they have the greateft reafon to rejoice at 
the profperity of Jerufalem, becaufe that 
from her, as from a fpiritual mother, they 
might receive the fincere milk of the word; 
the food of immortality, i. e: the clear 
knowledge of divine truths contained in 


_ the word of God, and become acquaint- 


ed with the glorious promifes. of divine 
grace, and of eternal life, which are the 
precious privileges of that covenant of 
everlafting life, that contains in it the fure 
and never failing mercies of Jefus Chrift, 
the fon of David, and that they might be 
miade partakers of the abundant glory that. 
fhouid be beftowed on her : thefe fpiritu-. 
al bleffings will yield an everlafting con- 
folation, and will abundantly fatisfy the 
longing defires of every neédy foul. Here 
is a gracious promife alfo’of a folid and 
Jafting peace ; for thus faith the Lord, Be- 
“hold I will extend peace to her ike a rivers 
i. €. as a river keeps continually flowing, 
‘without any intermiffion, and. its {treams 
never fail ; fo fhall your peace be firm, un- 
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interrupted and lafting. Here is likewife 
a promife, that God would extend the glory. 
of the Gentiles to her like a flowing flream; i.e. 
that the nations of the world fhallbecome 
Profelytes to the church, and be brought 
to the acknowledgement of the. truth. 
Upon the whole, it appears very plain to 
~ me,’ that this paflage of {cripture contains 
init a proimife of what is commonly called 
the latter day glory, when the kingdom 
of Jefus Chr it {hall be eftablifhed through 
“the whole world, and the knowledge of 
God fhall cover the earth as the waters do 
the fea: A glorious. promife which has 
never yet been accomplifhed, but which 
it feems isto begin to take place imme- 
_ aiately after Zion’s compleat deliverance 
from her perfecution and tribulation fpo-- 
‘ken of in our text : and that this glori- 
-ous {tate of Zion is to be attended with the 
-entire overthrow and deftruction of her 
“enemies ; for we-are told, that rhe hand of: 
cthe Lord fhall be known to all his fervauts; 
‘ise. his' power in faving his people froin 
-thejr enemies, and beitowing upon them 
.fach peculiar privileges, fhall be fo con- 
_ fpicuous, that itfhall be generally owned 
cand acknowledged ; and fo fhall his.in- 
-dignation towards his enemies : the teri 
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ble manner in which God will: execute 
his judgments upon his enemies, will be 
~ fo remarkable, that it will {trike the minds 
of men with fuch conviction, that they 
will be forced to acknowledge his holy 
‘hand, that he hath done allthis ; for we 
sare told, that the Lord will come with fire, 
“and with his charriots like a whirlwind, to 
gender his anger with fury, and bis rebukes | 
* with flames of fire ; for by fire, and by his 
fword the Lord will plead with all flefh, that 
Vhave oppofed the caufe of truth : the con- 
fequence of which will be, that che /lain of 
~ the Lord fhall be many. This terrible de- 
 ftruction of the enemies of God is to take: 
‘place a little before the eftablifhing the 
“new heavens and newearth, wherein dwell- 
eth righteoufnels, as appears from the 22d 
-verfe of the context. This plainly thews, 
~ that the great tribulation of Zion, of which 
_ our text {peaks, does not refpect the church 
-underthe Jewith, but under the chriftian 
~ difpenfation ; and is to take place not long 
_before the eftablifhment of the glorious | 
‘kingdom of Chrift upon earth, commons 
ly called the Millennum State. : 
-- I come now to apply the words of our 
text to the occafion on which we are af- 
fembled together at this time, and te fhew 
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thatthis paflage of Scripture has been re- 
amartkably fulfiled in the difpeniations: of 
‘Divine. Proyidentce towards’ our fathers, 
vand towards us their polterity, in'the pre- 
fent day... \Forin the Firft place, may'we 
motfay, with!'the utmoft’ propriety, that 
our forefathers, who firft came into. this 
etolntry, were mén, who trembled at the 
vword of ‘God? Were they not perfons of 

-thewnoft.exemplary piety and zeal ? Did 

othey not pay. a ftrict regard to the word 

-of God ? They'were for adhering, cloiely 
toithe facred Scriptures of the Old and 

-New Teftament, as the only rule of chrif- 
otian-faith and practice, They durft not 
teach for doctrines: the commandments of 
~men; nor mix any human inventions 
Lwith the pure worfhip of God : They 
were for flanding faft in the liberty where- 
“with Chrif had made them free ; and for 
_ rejecting albhuman impofitions in matters 
of religion + hey were not for being at- 
» tached: to any mere human fyftems ; nor 

for calling any man father, or mafter : 
- They referved to themfelves the right of 

private judgment in fearching the Scrip- 
tures, and were willing to reform their 
“principles and practices according to the 
eight, which from time:to time they fhould 
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derive from the word of God, without 
founding their fentiments on the judg- 
ment of others, however great or learn- 
ed. Mr. Prince in his Chronology has 
preferved to us a memorable teftimony to 
this truth, from the writings of Gover- 
nor Winflow, who tells us, that «« When 
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Plymouth people parted from their re- 


‘nowned paftor, Mr. Robinfon, with 


whom they had ‘always lived in the 
moft entire affection,”---** He charged 


“us (fays he) before God and his bleffed 


Angels, to follow him no further, than. 


‘he followed Chrift : and if God fhould 


reveal any thing to us by any other in- 


‘ ftrument of his, to be as ready to re- 


ceive it, as ever we were to receiveany, 
truth by his miniftry: For he was very 


‘ confident theLord had more truth and 
‘ light yet to brake forth out of his holy 


word. He took occafion alfo mifera- 
bly to bewail the ftate of the reformed 
churches, who were come toa period 


‘in religion, and would go no fur- 


ther than the inftruments of their re- 
formation. “As for example, the Lu- 
therans could not be drawn to go be- 
yond what Luther faw ; for whatever 


“ part of Gods word he had further re 
E 
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vealed to Calvin, they had rather die, 
than embrace it: and fo, faid he, you 
fee the Calyinifts, they ftick where he 
left them: a mifery much to be la-° 
mented ; for though they were preci- 
ous fhining lights, in their times ; yet 


God had not revealed his whole will 
‘ to them: and were they now alive 


(fays he) they would be as ready to em- 


“ brace further light, as that they had re- 


ceived. Here alfo.he putus in mind of 


‘our Church covenant ; whereby we 


engaged with God and one another,to 
receive whatever light or truth fhould 
be made known to us from his written 
word. But whithal exhorted us to 
take heed what we receive for truth ; 


‘and well to examine, compare oma 


weigh it with other Scriptures, before 


‘ we receive it. For, faid be, it is: not 
‘ poffible the Chriftian world fhould 


come fo lately out of fuch antichriftian 
darknefs, and that full perfection of 
knowledge fhould brake forth at once, 
&c.---Words (as Mr. Prince obferves) 


‘ almoft-aftonifhing in that age of low 


and univerfal Bigotry, which then pre- 
vailed in the Englifh nation ; wherein 
this truly great and learned man, feems 
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-* to be almoft the only Divine, who was 
“ capable of rifing into a noble freedom 
« of thinking and practifing in religious 
** matters, and even of urging fuch an 
*« equal liberty on his own p®ople. He 
** labours to take them off from their at- 
** tachment to him, that they might be 
** more entirely free to fearch and follow 
“* the Scriptures.” Thus far Mr. Prince. 
And certainly, I think every one muft 
own that this great and good man difco- 
vers a moft noble and generous f{pirit of 
true chriftian freedom. Wehere ice, that 
our fathers were engaged in the moft glo- 
rious caufe in the world, viz. the caufe 
of true Chriftian liberty ; and as they 
were for maintaining their own freedom 
in matters of pure religion ; fo they were 
for allowing the fame liberty to others : 
neither were they for condemning men of 
different denominations from themfelves, 
nor forfeperating from any of the dif- 
ciples of Jefus Chrift, nor rejecting from 
their communion any perfons, that in a 
judgment of charity, they- fuppofed the 
great head ef the Church would own. 
‘For, fays Doétor Mather, “‘ The New- 
‘© England Churches make only the fub- 
‘S ftantials of religion, or that vital piety 
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«* wherein all good men are united, the 
<¢ terms of communion among them ; and 
«« they do with delight fee Godly Cotigre- 
ee gationals and Prefbyterians, Epifcopa- 
<¢ lians and Antipedobaptifts, and Luthe- 
Sf rages ‘all members of the fame Church- 
“€€ es, and fitting together without - of- 
*¢ fence about their leffer difference, ini 
«« the fame holy mountain, at the fame 
“¢ holy table.’’---Thus have I fhewn, that 
our fathers were tremblers at the word of 
“God;and ftrictly adhered tothe divine rule, 
» ==" We may obferve in the 

Second place, That for being tremblers 
‘at the word of God,in the fenfe above ex- 
plained,they were hated by their brethren ; 
i. e. for maintaining thefe truly chriftian 
fentiments, and for ftriving earneftly to 
practife a thorough reformation from all 
‘antichriftian corruption, they were hated 
by their brethren who could not bear their 
‘attempts to aflert and maintain their 
chriftian freedom from every human im- 
. pofition, refpecting the worfhip and fer- 
vice of God. And their hatred rofe to 
fuch an height, as to occafion them to 
harrafs and perfecute our fathers with fo 
much rigor and feverity, that they were 
obliged 1 to leave their native land, and to 


we 
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feck for an affylum in the defarts of Ame, 
rica : and all this feverity was exercifed 
towards them, becaufe they would not fub- 
mit to their unfcriptural impofitions ; even 
to things, which the impofers themfelves 
acknowledged to be matters of mere indif- 
ference. One would have thought, that» 
not only Chrijlianity, but even Humanity 
-itfelf,had they been poffctfed of any degree 
_of it befides the outward form, would have © 
engaged them to condefcend to the feru-- 
ples of thofe,who might appear to them as 
weak brethren, efpecially, feeing that the 
_ things which they fcrupled, were in the 
judgment of the impofers, no articles of 
faith, nor commands of God ; but things 
of an indifferent nature : yet, ftrange asit 
-muft appear to animpartial mind, fo the 
fact was, that becaufe our fathers conf{ci- 
entioufly fcrupled to comply with thofe 
‘things which were ftiled indifferent, they 
“were treated as if they had been the 
offscouring of the earth, and the very 
‘dregs of human nature ; fo that they not 
~on'y hated thefe tremblers at the word of 
God, but we may obferve, 
Thirdly, That they caft them out as 
unclean, and unworthy. the privileges of 
chrjf{tians, and the communion of Saints. 
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For this reafon only, they were fined, and 
imprifoned, and perfecuted, uhto death : 
from thefe perfecutions they fled into this 
land ; chofing rather to expofe themfelves 
to the mercy of Indian favages,and all the 
intolerable hardfhips attending the fetling 
and fubduing fuch an uncultivated @efart, 
than to be deprived of their religious free- 
dom ; viz. the liberty of worthipping 
God according to the dictates of their 

own conf{ciences. I obferye again in the 


Fourth place, That their adverfaries when 
they caft them out, faid, Let the Lord be 
glorified ;---they pretended that their own 
impolitions were things decent and orna- 
mental in the fervice of God, tending to 
Promote piety and devotion---that they 
were enjoined by the authority of their 
fuperiors, and that to refufea compliance 
with, and fubmiffion to their injunétions, 
was an act of obftinacy and contempt of 
the authorjty that God had fet over them ; 
of confequence that God was difhonored - 
by their condutt.---Hence they called © 
them, Fanaticks, Schifmaticks, and, in {corn, 
Puritans ; andthey doubtlefs thought, that 
_ God would be glorified by their thus cru 
elly perfecuting their brethren. But the. 
Lord was with our fathers, his previdence 
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protected and defended them to the end 
_ Of their days, and in many inftances very 

_ remarkably appeared for their help ; a ma- 
nifeft blefling attended their endeavours, 
and by the {miles of Heaven, they were 
enabled, through much tribulation, to lay 
a foundation for a very flourifhing coun- 
try, where both civil and religious liber- 
ty, and every other ble/ling, might have 
been enjoyed in the greateft perfection ; 
and we who inherit the poffeffions which 
our fathers fo dearly acquired, would have 
been the happieft of all people in the 
‘world, had not our enemies envied our 
happinefs, and beheld with a malevolent. 
eye our profperous fituation : But as their 
 anceftors hated our fathers, and by: their 

cruclties drave them into this land ; fo 
they, imitating the deeds of their fathers, 
have hated us; and their vengeance has 
-purfued us acrofs the Atlantic :---For by 
many uwnconttitutional as they have 
been feeking to rob us of our jut rights 
and privileges : and although they haye 
“notopenly ftruck at our religious liber- 
ties ; yet from the fevere refleCtions fre- 
quently caft upon us as a religious focie- 
ty, there is the utmoft reafon to conclude, 
_ that they have a defign to deftroy our. fa 
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cred, as well as civil rights. But when 
they faw that we would not fubmit to 
their unconftitutional laws, but were de- 
termined to ftand faft in that liberty 
wherewith heaven had made us free, they 
took up the fword againft us, and have 
4mvolved usin ail the horrors of a calami- 
tous war: fo that we may obferve in the 
Fifth place, That the travail of Zion 
mentioned in our text has come upon ws, 
and been remarkably fulfiled in owr land ; 
for the fudden and unexpected. attack. 
‘made upon us at the time of Lexington 
battle, fpread confternation through the 
whole Land: fear and trembling feized 
us, and we had our hands upon our loins 
like a woman in travail, and all faces were 
turned into palenefs: But as foon as our 
Zion travailed fhe brought forth her chil- 
‘dren for her protection and defence ; the 
people immediately gathered themfelves 
together to withftand our foes, and the 
Lord appeared for our help and to our 
joy, and our enemies were afhamed, be- 
obliged to flee before a number greatly 
‘inferior to their own. 
So that we may obferve in the 
Sixth place, That the earth was made to 
bring forth in one day, and a nation was 


‘orn at once : for we were then imme- 
diately fevered from Great-Britain, and 
bite. te confider ourfelves as a diftin& 
peop e from them. And what makes it 
the more wonderful is, that when the ma« 
lice of Great-Britain, was levelled almoft 


wholly -againft the iMaflachufetts State, 
“the other governments fhould {fo readily 
- ‘efpoufe our caufe, and make it theirown! 
this was a thing rather to be wifhed, than 
#ationally hoped for by us; and it was un- 
‘expected by our enemies ; the union of the 
Colonies a pearing fo chimerical to Lord ' 
Ni sata he called it a rope oF fand,by 
Way Of contempt. Our enemies had no 


_ idea, that when they had drawn the fword 
 againft us, the whole Céntinent would 
- immediately roufe up, and come to our 
“affiftance ;but'fo Divine Providence ore 
~ dered it, that as foon as it was known, 
‘that ourinveterate foes had conimenced 
hoftilities againft us, the whole Continent 
efpoufed our caufe; and engaged in our 
defence. May we not fay, Who hath heard 
Juch a thing ? Who hath feen fuch a thing 2 
Shall the Continent be made to bring forth in one 
- day? or fhall a nation be born at once 2 for as 
foon as we were involved in a war, the 
Several States immediately united in our 
aso igiedeae 
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defence, and we became a diftiné nation 
from our enemies. This we may obferve 
Seventhly, was a voice of noife from the 
City, ftirring up the people to engage in 
the caufe of our Zion; it was a voice 
from the temple, from the minifters of the 
word, who animated and encouraged their 
brethren to quit themfelves like men, and 
to defend their juft and injured rights; and 
it is to be confidered as the voice of the 
Lord, who has ftirred up the people to ren- 
der a recompence to his, and our enemies, 

We may obferve in the 


Eighth place, That God has, in many 
inftances, appeared to our joy, and our 
enemies have .been afhamed. Even 
the apparent advantages that at any 
time they have gained over us, have in 
the end been turned againft them ; fo 
that they have been, as one prettily ex- 
prefles it, bleflings in difguife; To men- 
tion one fat which is yet frefh in our 
minds-—--the evacuating of Ticonderoga 
and Mount Independence was an appa- 
rent advantage to our enemies, and look- 
ed like a very fevere blow upon us; but 
Divine Providence over-ruled it for our 
good, and made it the occafion of the 
overthrow of our enemies ; for the vain- 


43-9 

~ glorious, haughty Burgoyne, who had 

proudly boafted that he could march 
through the country with five thoufand 
men, being elated with his fuccefs, bold- 
ly puthed fo far into the country, thathe 
was furrounded with our troops on every 
- fide, and was obliged to farrender himéelf 
_and his whole army into our hands. Thus 
_ hath the Lord appeared in this inftance, as 
well as in feveral others,remarkably to our 
joy, and our enemies have been afhamed. 
~~ It is worthy to be remarked in the 

‘Ninth place, That before the travail of 
_ our Zion came on, fhe was delivered of a 
‘ man-child :---For as foon as the a& for 


: blocking up the harbour of Bofton became 


_ generally known, the feveral Colonies, 


_chofe Delegates to fit in a General Con- 
. Srefs, in order to take the lead in thofe 
difficult times, and to direct the people, 
by-advifing them to fuch meafares as 
“Might tend to the peace and fafety of the 
public's f6 that’ long before the travail 
that took place at Lexington battle, we 
‘were poflefled of a politicalhead, or ruler ; 
though we had no defign, at that time, of 
fetting up for independency ; it being 
then our defire to have the unconftitutio.j. 
nal acts repealed, and to continue under 
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the protection of | Great-Britain. And 
here I cannot but remark, how Divine 
Pravidence, unbeknown to. us, had laid a 
foundation for our becoming a nation at ~ 
once : for when by the war, in which our 
enemies had involved us, we were oblig- 
ed to act as an independent people ; we 
found ourfelves poffeffed of a political. 
head in the Continental Congrefs ; which 
being the grand center of union for alk 
the States, rendered us) gapaple of pro- 
ceeding and acting as a regular politicak 
body, and without which we fheuld have 
been in danger of being thrown into the 
utmoft diforder and confufiou. My bre- 
thren, Jet us now ftop a moment, and 
blefS God for his goodnef& to us in grant-- 
¥ng us a political head before the com. 
mencement of the war, without which we 
can hardly conceive how the union of the 
States could have been effecied, without 
‘which union we fhould have been in the 
utmoft danger of being foon {wallowed up 
by our foes. We may further obferve the 
goodnefs of God in. endowing the mem- 
bers of Conegrefs with fuch wifdom and 
prudence, as to enable them to give fuch 
general fatisfaGtion to the whole conti- 
nent ;---It. has often been matter of fur- 


~ 
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prize to me, to fee how readily the people 


have acquiefed in the refolves of that illuf 


ous body, even when they feemed to be 


‘unhinged from all government, and there 


was no authority to oblige or enforce 
any obedience to them. Muft we mot 


_ here acknowledge the hand of God, in- 


- fpiring the members of Congrefs with a 
_ fpirit of wifdom and prudence, and the 


people with a difpofition to comply with, 
and fubmit to their refolves? Ought we 


not to look upon this asa remarkable to- 
ken, that God intends to fave and deliver 
us from our enemies? Let it be our con- 


ftant prayer to God, that he would ftill 


‘continue to difpofe the hearts of the peo- 
~ ple to honor, refpect, and chearfully to 


fabmit to all the juft and reafonable re- 
folves of that grand convention of the 


‘United States, and that he would continue 


_ to grant to the feveral members of it, that 


wifdom and fortitude, that is neceflary to 
enable them to difcharge the arduous and 

important truft repofed in them. 2 
~~Fenthly, and laftly, we obferve, that 


- God does. ftill continue to raife up chil- 


dren for the defence and fupport of our 
Zion, according to the encouragement 


-Siven in the text, that after he had once 
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eaufed Zion to: bring forth: children, he 
would not fhut the womb ; i: e. he would 
not caufe her to ftop from. bearing’ any 
more children, bur that fhe fhould conti- 
nue to be a fruitful mother, and bring 
forth children for her protection and de- 
fence, until her deliverance is com- 
pleated.---From what has been faid, we: 
may fee how furprizingly the feveral 
parts of our text have been accomplifhed, 

and even literally fulfilled; in the difpen- 
fations of Divine Providence, both to- 
wards our fathers, and towards © us their 
pofterity in the prefent day, And can 
any one fuppofe, that fuch a wonderful 
agreement, in fo many particulars, be- 
tween the prediction and. the events, 
could take place by meer chance, with- 
out defign ?. He that can be fo. {ceptical 
about fuch a number of plain’ fa&s agree- 
ing fo exaétly with the prediction, as to 
imagine this agreement. happened meerly 
by chancé, appears to me to have giving 
up that moral evidence which would be 
thought fufficient to eftablifth any. propo- 
fition in philofophy, or any hiftorical mat- 
ters of fact; and fo muft be left to the 
juft reward of his own increduility. _For. 
that this prophecy cannot belong to the 


a _ 
uch, or to the ancient tate of 
ian Church, plainly appears, from 
lity. of accommodating the 
allits parts, to any facts that fave 
lace in former days: The. cafe of 
ed Provincesor, States of 


fe who have notsdu- 
e matter, look like an ac- 
of this prophecy ; but let 
red, that their perfecutors 
heir brethren, cither by nati- 
; thefe Dutch Proteftants 
d by Spanifh Roman Ca- 
t our fathers were perfecuted 
- Proteftant brethren, who were of 
ame nation and religion with them- 
, and even members. of the’ fame 
And what further fhews that: 
rophecy could not be fulfiled by the 
' Holland, or by any other fa@ 
is taken) place in former days, is, 
$s we have already fhewn, this ‘pro- 
s{pects events, that are to take 


Chrift upon earth : Hence I conclude,that 
_ either the prophecy refpeéts the prefent | 


rs 
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ftate of Americay or elf it is to be fulfil- 
led in fome future period: But fo many 
particulars of this prophecy have already 
_ beeh fo exactly accomplithed in America, — 
that I am fully perfuaded, in) my own 
mind, that the whole of it, which is cons 
_ tained in our text, does in its fulleft and 
utmoft extent refpect God’s dealings with 
our fathers, and with us their potterity. 


However, grant that we fhould be mi _ 


taken, and that this. prophecy ‘is to re- 
ceive amore eminent accomplifhment in 
_ fome future day ; yet. the cafe will be fo 
fimilar to ours, that we may,with a great 
deal of propriety apply the gracious pro 
mifes and encouragements in the text to 

ourfelves, viz that God will) ftilk appear 
' to our joy, and:\that: our enemies fhall 
finally be afhamed,---that as he has began 
to raife up fons for the defence and fup- 
port of our Zion, fo he will fill continue 
to raife'them up, until we obtain a ‘com- 
pleat deliverance from our: enemies: For 
as there isa furprifing uniformity imall 
the works of God ; fo it feems to be the 
conftant method of Divine »Providence, 
that in fimilar., cafes, fimilar events: fhall 
take place... Whether then this prophecy 
does more immediately refpect us, or whe- 


ie nal wey. over 
u os our obtaining: 
, our “enemies, 
ig our tiles eridence, pure 
ive © and “fle arith | among 


ter de ree of Siam 


= 


and ese edge ‘thal b e 
> reft of the world ; fo that 
[become the’ delight’ “and 
the whole earth, and (orn 

. flack of the breatts of her 


iets: and, knowledge of Gotpel 
lich they fhall derive from her ; 
erica fhall be the place to Which 
> peri d in other nations fhall flee 
Ps aan anny of their opprcflors, 
C : they fhall find a fafe retréat; “and 
2 “fall be cherifhed by her like children By a 
tender mother :and that peace an quict- 
G 


a 
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nets thall be eftablithed upon a firm and — 


Jafting bafis, fo that the enemy fhall have 
no more power to opprefs : and that God 
will take vengeance on our enemies, and 
will fubject them to the moft terrible and 


-defolating judgments, which will endin. 


their entire overthrow and deftruction. 
Allthefe confequences feem fairly to be 


deduced from our text and context: and 


indeed the dealings of divine providence 
towards us have been of fo fingular a na- 
ture, that many judicious perfons have 
corluded that fome grand events would 
foon take place, and a new and remarka- 
ble eva commence from this period ; that 
America would become the feat of Liberty, 
civil and religious ; and a place to which 
the perfecuted fhould repair for fafety from. 
the malice of their perfecutors. How 


- furprizingly do thefe conjectures of wife 


men agree with the facred propheey un- 
der confideration ! Being then, my hear- 
ers, animated with the glorious encou- 
ragement and promifes fet before us, let 
us with holy confidence look to him who 
has been both our God and our fathers 
God, and who will never leave nor for- 
fake his covenant people while they put 
theis-truft in him ; Qur Fathers trufted ix 
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, and were delivered ; and will he net: 
deliver us, if we like them firmly rely up~ 
on him in the faithful difcharge of our 
_ duty? With what chearfulnefs then may 
‘we endure our prefent calamities, when 
‘we have the word of a faithful God ; rhaz 


SS be will appear to our joy, and that our enemies 


_ feall be afpamed ; and that as he has caufed. 
our Zion to bring forth children for her 
_ defence, fo he will continue to raife up 
fons for her protedtion, until her delive- 
rance is compleated. Let us then be 
ftrong in the Lord and in the power of 
his might, let us quit ourfelves like men 
engaged in the moft noble and glorious 
_caufe ; let us behave like the true fons of 
freedom and the faithful fons of Zion ; 
Iet us imitate the patience and fortitude 
of our pious fore-fathers, which they ex- 
hibited under all their hardihips and ters 
-rible fufferings that they endured ; and 
if at any time we feel deprefled or difcou- 
raged with the profpect before us, let us 
for a moment confider their fituation,and 
we fhall find enough to ftop our mouths, 
ifnot to make us afhamed 3---let us be- 
hold them landing in an uncultivated 
wildernefs, inhabited by favages, deftitute 
of many of the comforts and even the ne~ 


{ 52 J. 

ceffaries of life, expofed to “ inclemen- 
cies of the feafon, one half of them perifh- 
ing in a few. ene through the hard- 
thips which they endured ; fo. far. diftant 
from” any Englith fettlement ‘that they 
could receive no afliftance in cafe of a fud- 
den ‘invafion from the Indians. A moft 
eplor able fituation indeed ;---but through 
“their patience and fortitude they were 
fupported under all thefe futferings ; for 
they committed their. caufe to God, and 
were not forfaken. Are there any among 
us that are ‘ready to murmer hecaufe they 
“are “depriv ed of a few luxuries, or becaufe 
“they cannot have all-the elegancies which 
they formerly enjoyed ? Let them confi- 
der, that when our fathers for want of 
‘the conveniences of life were obliged to 
_live upon ‘ground-nuts and {hell fith, they 
_did not murmer nor repine at their fitua- 
“tion, but gratefully acknowledged. the 
_goodnefs of God towards them se--sthis I 
“have fomewhere found an inftance record- 
“ed, that one of them having: dined up- 
on clams, very devoutly gave. thanks to 
God, that he had fed him of the abun- 
| dance of the feas, and with treafures hid 

“in the fand. What a truly chriftian tem- 
per, is here. difcovered ? They had Tear n- 
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r Apoftle Paul’s leflon, Whatever 


; é they were in, therewith to be content. 
ind as they were refigned to the Divine 
Will, fo he appeared for their fafety and 
+ protection, and the heathen were caft out 
~ before them. And as Divine Providence 
appeared for the protection of our fathers 
in the firft. fettling of this land, fo has he 
continued to protect both them and us 
_ their pofterity unto the prefent day. Thus 
_ when that bigotted Papift, James the fe- 
cond, had fent over Sir Edmond Andros, 
“to eftablifh tyranny and popery in this 
Land, the Lord appeared for the protec- 
tion, andtothe joy of our fathers, and 
the © enemies were afhamed ; for the glo- 
rious revolution under King William, put 
final period to, their {chemes for enflav- 

~ ing this land. In like manner when a 
~ formidable French fleet had arrived at 


Halifax, in the year 1746, witha defign 
conquer and fubdue the country, the 
Lord appeared to our joy, and our ene- 
mies were afhamed ; for they were de- 
~ ftroyed by the hand of Divine Providence 
in fo wonderful a manner, that none of 
them were fuffered to dous any harm. 
And in our prefent tribulations, we. may 
obferve a minifeft defign in providence to 
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prevent our being fubjected by our ene- 
mics to the iron rod of flavery. For how 
often have they” been prevented from tak. 
ing the advantage of our weaknefs? And 
Divine Providence has in great kindnefs 
fo ordered i it, that our enemies have ine - 
creafed their army no fafter than we have 
increafed in ftrength to refift them. Can 
we, my bathrot when we confider the 
glorious example of our fore-fathers, and 
how they were protected ; when we con- 
fider the manifeft tokens of the Divine fa- 
vor towards us in the prefent day, and 
the gracious encouragement afforded in 


our text, once entertain a thought of be- 


ing difcouraged, even though our tribulas. 

tion fhould become much greater and {e- 

verer thanit ever yet has been ? ‘Surely 
to be difmayed when we have fuch glori- 
ous encouragements,mutft difcover a great. 
degree of ingratitude, and a criminal 
want of faith in the promifes of God. 

Ought we not rather in a firm belief of 
te” word of God, with a pleafing and 
grateful fenfe of the Divine goodnels, 
reflect upon that happy and_ glorious 
ftate which is to take place when our 
deliverance js compleated ? Moft cer-. 
tainly we may, in the midft of our 


ra; fh 

ions anticipate the joy of that hap- 
_ pyp od, when our peace fhall be extended 
to us like a river, and the glory of the Gentiles 
Pe Fie’. flowing fream ; when all the friends 
x of our ferufalem that mourned for her, fhalk 
 eome to rejoice with ber, and to fuck of the 
Bae of her confolations, and to be delighted 
eh the abundance of her glory. 


ae - But there is one thing that damps the 
“ - joy of thefe delightful contemptations, 
' and is a very fenfible alloy to the: plea- 
fare that would otherwife arife from fuch 
| noble and glorious profpect as we have 
before us---and that is, my brethren the 
_ awful fpirie of rapacity and opprefion, of 
profanefs and irreligion, that feems fo ge- 
nerally diffufed through our land ; this is 
_ a very alarming confideration indeed, 
which loudly calls for deep humiliation 
ee and a fpeedy reformation, ifwe expect to 
_ efcape the judgment of heaven. Let us 
Ss remember that the fins of God’s covenant 
__ people are more aggravated in his Gj ight 
__ than the fins of others, and therefore they 
are expofed to his fevereft Jndemepts,: 
hence the Lord fays to Ifrael, Amos 3. 
You only have I kuown of all the families of ze 
earth ; therefore I will punish you for all your 
tmiquities. And what {fill increafes the 
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guilt, is, that this (piri of Avarice, Supt ef. 
fion and Monopolizing, | has ‘taken place 
in a time of § eneral calamity, when there 
isaloud call upon every one to exert 
himfelf for ishe publick good, and to re- 
lieve thofe that are fufferrers by the times. 
reflion at fuch a time muft difcover 
the utmoft degree of bafenefs and depra- 
vity. Befides, to harden ourfelves in im- 
piety and wickednefs, when the judg- 
ments of God are abroadin ourtand, what 
is it but to fill up the meafarerof our ini-’ 
‘equities, that wrath may come upon us to 
the uttermoft. Let the avaritious and the 
profane hear thefe things and:tremble !--- 
Can you dwell with devouring fire ? can 
you inhabit with everlafting “burnings? 
For remember that God will be a confu- 
ming: sftie: to all hardened and ee 
finners. 

But I truft that God has ree uaet to 
himfelf aremnant among us, “who have 
kept their garments froin being defiled 
with the fins ofthe times, and who lament 
and bewail all the abominations that are 
dorie in the Land. Thefe fhall be pre- - 
feved, from the terrible judgments, which 
fhall befall not only our enemies, but 
alfo all thofe, who have been guilty of 


em, and never. 
ries birth! 
ntion with the 
ver pay fo much 
he Divine Oracles, as never 
ce to depart. from the 


2 ine any favorite hypo- 
; let us never dare to reject any 
to be believed, or any ordinances 
fl has conimanded us to obferve. 
: always be ready to receive any new 
tor truth, which fhall at any time be, 
0 ered from the word of God. This we 
feen was the feniiments ofour 
‘Let us never be defirous of being 
nat d from aby man as our father 
nor everfet upany human fyf 
cular expofitions of fer: ipture.- 
we ftandard of truth 5 byt ict us ever 
Bae ready to correct any error in dodtrine 
or practice, wheneyer sai: proper matter 
H 


oe 


_of conviction is laid before us, or exhibit- 
ed to us from the word.of God, 


Ture is no doubt with me, but that 5 


we are all of us miftaken about many 
things contained in the facred Scriptures ; 
for Lam fully perfuaded, that there is no 
~ one denomination of chriftiansamong us, 
but what does deviate in many things 
from the facred-rule. The true Apotto- 
lick chriftianicy contained in the New- 
Teftament, doesafo where fhine forth in 
its meridian: daftre and brightnefs ; and 
there 18 no way that I know of to’ revive 


“primitive chriftianity and to purge itfrom 


all corrupt mixtures but only byaclofe and 
impartial examination of the Scriptures, 
‘and our being ready to reform any.error 
‘as foon as we difcover it. Further, if 
we have no caufe to ferve but the caufe 
_ of Jefus Chrift, we fhall never be govern- 
ed by a party fpirit ; but fhall be ready, 
“as our fathers were, to receive all perfons 
“to our communion, that agree with us in 
the folid points of piety, however they 
may differ from us in matters of fmall 
moment, To require any terms of com- 
munion that Jefus Chrifthas not eftablith- 
ed ; to feperate from any fociety of chrif- 
tians holding to the grand fundamentals of 


eligion, when they do not impofe upon - 
is finful terms of communion ; or to ex- 
“ de from our communion -any perfon 
ee hem | we belivve that the great head of 
_ the Church will own and reccive, is to 
_- make ourfelves” ‘guilty of an antichriftian 
fpirit. When we renounce from our 
- communion and fellowfhip, perfons, that: 
ina judgment of charity we believe to be 
- real chriftians, only becaufe they are ofa 
different perfuafion from us, or belong to 
‘another denomination of chriflians, it is 
at we are not feeking, but oppo- 
Bi he intereft of Chrifl’s kingdom. 
Hence the Apoftle Jude tells us, that zho/e 
who Pperate them ufelves are fenfual, having 
Bs not the [pirit, And the Apoftle Paul, has 
> tatight us, that ‘they who caufe divifions, 
| ferve rot our Lord Fefus Chrift but their own 
a bellies 5 sand by good words and. fair [peeches 
3 a ease the hearts of the fi mple ; under 
ence of greater purity in religion they 

: Abie of from others, though theik whole. 
defign is to ferve their own corr upt pur-. 
pofes.; therefore he orders us to avoid 
them ; Rom. 16. 17, 18. Love and uni- 
ty are eflential marks of a true chriftian. 
Were we poffeffed of true chriftian can- 
dor, by a fair and impartial examininati- 
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on we fhould find, that many differences 
in explaining particular articles of faith, 
are only meer verbal differences, and en- 


tirely vanifh when we come to define our 


terms. [ have always, converfed. freely 
with perfons of very different. fentiments 
ftom each other ; and to my great fur- 
Prize have often found amongtt perfons of 
fuppofed oppofite principles, that a very: 
great part of their diference in fentiment: 
arofe from their affixing different ideas to, 
the fame . words and phrafes.;) fo. that: 
when they have been at the pains: to. 
explain their own terms, the difference 
has, vanifhed, and there has remained no- 
thing of any moment to contend about. 
To. conclude, may God the father: of 
mercies enable us to imitate the virtu- 
ous examples of our pious forefathers---- 
May we ftrive to cultivate the benevolent 
fpiric of the gofpel---May our enemies. be 
confounded--- may a happy and glorious 
peace be eftablithed,---may our juft rights 
be fecured upon a firm and unfhaken 
foundation :---But above all, may. the 
glorious kingdom of our Lord Jefus 
Chrift be ceflablifhed throughout the 
world, and all nations be brought, to the 
_ unity ofthe faith; AMEN. — 
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“HERE is one obfervation which 
«fl was omitted in the preceeding dif- 
ve ‘that I beg leave to infert in this 
‘place ; viz. that the Perfecutors in our 
text were not idolators, or image wor- 
fhippers. This I collect from the three 
firft yerfes of the contéxt, in which they 
are fhewn that true religion confifts in. 
_ the temper of the mind, and not in ex- 
ternal pomp. §= Thus faith the Lord, the hea- 
ven is my throne, and the earth is my footftool : 
where i is the houfe that ye build unto me ? and 
= eis the place of my ref? ? For all thofe 
things hath ‘my hand made, and all thofe things 
have b ren, faith the Lord : but to this man 
will T look, even to him that is poor and of a 
2 contrite fpirit, and that trembleth at my word. 
Here the Lord fhews the vanity of con- 
fining the refidence of the Moft High to 
temples made with hands ; or of the -fup- 
’ pofition that he could be circumfcribed or . 
bounded by any thing that hehad made ; 
_that the temples that he would delight to 
dwell in, were the hearts of the humble 
and contrite ones. And to fhew his ab- 
horrence of thofe men wha pretended to 
great zealin attending the ordinances of 
God, while their hearts were deflitute ‘of 
real piety, the Lord inftances in thefe 
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things which were held in the greateft 

abhorrence among the Jews, ver. 3. He 
that killeth an ox, is as if he flew aman: he 
that faerificeth alamb, as if he cut off a dogs 
neck he that offereth an oblation, as if ‘he of- 
fereth fwine’s blood : he that burneth incenfe,as 
if be bleffed an idol + yea, they have chofen 
their own ways, aud their foul delighteth in 
their abominations. Now as the Lord ma- 
nifeftly defizns to convince them of his 
difpleafure at them, for their offering fa- 
crifices to him with impure hearts, it is 
neceflary that the examples by which he 
manifefts his difpleafure, fhould be fuch ° 
things, as they themfelves abhorred : but 
bleffing an idol being one of the things men- 
tioned by way of illuftration, it follows | 
that idolatry was one of the things which 
thofe perfecutors themfelves abhorred. But 
ifany one fhould afk, by’ what authority 
I apply this paflage of Scripture to the 
times of Chriftianity, when there are fo 
many expreflions in it that evidently re- | 
late to the Jewifh worfhip? I anfwer, 
That the writers of the facred pages often | 
defcribe the chriftian church and worship 
in terms and expreffions taken from the 
Jewith church and Mofaic dilpenfation : 
Thus the nine Jait chapters of Ezekiel are 
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generally underftocd to be a prophecy. of . 
the church under the chriftian and golpel 
_difpenfarion, though every phrafe is: ta- 
ken fromthe Mofaic and Levitical dif 
penfation. Thus Hrael, the feea of Da- 
_ vid, the feed of Abraham, Zion and Je- 
rufalem, are applied to the church ofGod 
under the gofpel difpenfation : according- 
ly we find a prophecy in , Hofea 1. ro. 
that the number of the children of Ifrael Soould 
be as the fand of the fea, which cannot be mea 
fared or numbered ; and that in the place 
s where it.was faid of them, ye are not my peo= 
ple, there it fhould be faid of them,ye are the fons 
 - of the living God. This paflage is applied 
by the the apoftle, Rom. 9. 24,---26. tothe: 
calling of the Gentiles to the embracing 
- of Chrilianity. We allo finda paflage in 
_the Prophet Jeremiah, that in the reign of — 
'. David’srighteous branch, i.e. under the 
government f Jefus Chrift, the fon of Da- 
Vidi; we find a promife, I fay, that the 
feed of David, and the Levites, God’s mi- 
_ nifters, fhonld become innumerable, like 
the fand of the fea, and the ftars of hea- 
ven’; fee Jerem.. 33. 15---26. Now here 
by the feed of David, muft evidently be 
underftood the difciples of jJefas Chritt 
the fon of David, and by Leyites, Gofpel 
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- minifters ; inafmuch as the Jews having 
- long fince loft their genealogies, it feems 
impoffible, without a miracle, to difcover 
_who are the natural offspring of David, 
- from thofe that are not. In the fame 
fenfe muft be underftood Zech. 12. 7 12> 
where the houfe of David, and inhabitants 
of Jerufalem mean true chriftians : the fa- 
mily of the houfe of Nathan, lapprehend, . 
mean Deacons ; for Nathan, as I take it, is 
only the fingular of Nethinim, Now the 
Nathinims were perfons, whom David 
and the Princes of Ifrac]l appointed to be 
over the treafures of all thofe things, 
which had been dedicated cither by Da- 
vid or any other perfons for the mainte- 
nance of the houfe and worfhip of God; 
compare Ezra 8: 20, with 1 Chron. 26. 
90---28.  Nethinims, therefore, anfwer 
to the order of Deacons, under the gofpel 
difpenfation ; and the family of the houfe 
of Levianfwer to gofpel minifters, or paf+ 
tors of churches : by the family of Shimei 
T underftand thofe that have been hearers 
of the word preached, but who have not 
made an open profeflion of chriftianity ; 
my reafons are Fir, that Shimei properly 
fignifies a bearer ; and that an appellative, 
and not a proper name, is here intended, 
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from the article he ; s being affixed to tity. 


now this article is not. commonly placed 
before proper names, but only befone: ap- 
pellatives; fo that it ought to have'/been 
tranflated, not the family of - Shimeéi}. but, 
the family of the hearers » Secondly; we 
may oblerve that the word, houfe toacided 
to the other families, but omitted«here ; 

thus it is expreffed; the family. of he 
houfe of David, the family.of the ‘houfe 
of Nathan, the family of the houfe of Le- 
_ vi; but with regard to Shimei, itis only 
fimply the faunily of Shimei,which omiffion, 
as I take it, implies that the perfons here 
fignified by the family of Shinei, do not 
“belong to the church of Chrift ; for that 
| by houfe is fometimes meant fe church, 
» fee Heb. 3. 6. but Chrift as a fon over his 
> own boufe, whofe houfe are we if we bold faft 
the confidence, and the rejoicing of , the hope 
firm unto the end ; and ¢ Tim. 3. 156. the 
boufeaf God, which is the chu ch of the living 
God. Thefe are the reafotis that “induce 
me to Delieve, that by the fa mily of Shimel, 
is meant the perions that’ “attend the 
“preached” Word, but are not Members’ of 
any vifible’church. We alf% find ip the 
Epittle to the Heb. Chap. 12. 22, 23,that 


“ebriftians are faid to have fume unto Mount - 


I 
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Zion, and unto the city of the living God, the 
heavenly Ferufalem; i.e. that they were joined 
to the general affembly and church of the 
firft born, which are written in heaven ; 
by which we are to underftand, that they 
were members of the church of Chrift,and 
heirs of eternal life ; and the Apoftle tells 
us, Gal. 3. 29. that all that are ChrifPs, i. 

~e. that are true chriftians, are Abraham's 

feed and heirs according to promife. 


Tues remarks may ferve to fhew the - 
propriety of applying the prophecy con- 
‘tained in our text’ and context to the 
flate of the church under the gofpel . dif- 
penfation : and by thefe helps we are na- 
turally led to, underftand the 17th verfe 
of the context, of thofe who profefs chrif- 
tianity, and yet live after the manner of 
theGentiles. They shat fanétify themfelves-and 
purify themfelves in the gardens bebind one tree 
in the midft, eating [wines flefb, and the abomi- 
nation and the moufe, foall Le confumed together 
faith the Lord. Is here not a prophecy. of , 
the deftruction of the church of Rome? 
For do not the members of that church, 
although they profefs chriftianity, defile 
themfelyes with the abominations of the 
Gentiles ? And are they not called Gen- 
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tiles in the rrth Chap, of Rey. verfé 2. © 
We are alfo told that thofe who efcaped . 


the deftruction that fhould befall the ene- 
mies of truth, fhould fpread the know- 
ledge of God among the Gentiles, and 
that they fhould bring their Gentile con- 
verts to the holy mountain Jerufalem, 
and there offer them for an offering unto 
the Lord, and that the Lord would take 
of thefe Gentile converts for Priefts and 
Levites, fee context, ver, 18---21. Here 
we fee, that thofe who were not defcen- 
dents from Ifrael by natural generation, 
but who were Gentile converts, are cal- 
led Priefts and Levites ; which isa very 
{trong proof that this prophecy belongs 
motto the Jewith, but to the chriftian 
church. And as Gofpel Minifters are 
here defcribed under the chara&er of 
jewith Priefts and Levites, fo the chriftian 
folemnities for public worhhip are expref- 
~ fed agreeable to the difpenfation of Mofes, 
_ -verfe 23. And it fhall come to pafs, that 
from one new moon 10 another, and from one 
fabbath to another, foall all flefo come to wor- 
Ship before me, faith the Lord. New moons 


and fabbaths, we all know, were Jewifh | 


folemnities ; yet. they are here ufed to 
defcribe the feafons for public worfhip 
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under the Gofpel difpenfation, What. is 
to.mea,further and infallible proof, that 
this prophecy refpecis the Chriitian and 
not the fewith difpentation is, chat it is 
to.receive its fall accomplifhment. at the 


time when the new heavens and the new 
Seats are eitablifhed, as we may {ee from 


he 22. ver. For as the new heavens and the 
new .carth, which I will make, . fralt remain 
before me, faith the Lord, fo-fball your fced and 
ugmerematit, - Bat.the promife of the new 

heavens and newearth remains yet to be 

fulfilled, 2 Peter, 3. 13. Never thelefs. we 
according to his promife, look for. new heavens- 
and anew earth wherein, dwelleth righteouuf= 

uci... his, glorious. and- happy ftate of 
the church, according to the Apoftle John 
in the Revelation, is to take place after 
the firtt refurre@tion, Rey. 21. 12. Aud I ; 
Jaw @ new heaven anda; new earth; forthe 

Saft heaven.and the firft: earth were. paffedsas 

way 3 and there was. no.more fea. (n this 

new heaven and new earth he faw. the 

holy city new Jerufalem, coming down 

from God out of heaven ; which city, he 
largely defcribes. in the 21ft and 22d 

chapters... In order: to underftand this 

defeription, we are..to remember, that — 
almoft every thing in the Revelation relat- 
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ing to the chriftian church is ex roll d 
by figures taken from the difpenfation 0 
Moles ; thus the four living creatures, 
and the 24 elders, are fuppofed by. learn~ 
ed men to be taken from the encamp- 
ment of the childven of Mrael. in the wil- 
dernefs under four flahdards, and from 
the divifion of the Priefts into 24. courfes, 
which was made by David. Inlike manner 
We find that the true Apoflolic Chriflians 
who receive the feal of the Divine,protec- 
tion, by which they are preferved from 
the judments that fhall befail the corrup- 
tors of the faith, are faid to be an hun-. 
dred and forty four thoufand, of all the 
tribes of the children of Ifrael, ive. 12,000 
out of every tribe, each of which tribes 
~ is here particularly named, one by one; 

Rey. 7 Chap. 

Now as there has been no fuch remark-, 


able converfion of the natural defcen-. 


y dants of Ifrael to the chriflian, faith; and. 
_ as for many ages the ten tribes have been 
loft, or rather utterly unknown to the 
reft of the world, we are obliged to. have, 
recourfe ta the myftical fenfe, and to uns, 
derftand by the twelve tribes of frael, 
chriftians, who are founded upon the co-. 
venant promifes made to the twelve Pa- 


triarchs, or fous of | ach. The twelve 
thoufand of an. particular tribe, are the 
thoufands t that. ‘embrace the doctrine of 
the twelve Apoftles, being heirs of the 
ny 
pipe made t to the twelve Patriarchs ; 
“Acts 26. 6, 7, 8. When therefore 


we are told that the city Néw Jerufalem, 


i. e. the pure church of Chrift, had 
twelve gates, and names written thereon, 


which are the names of the twelve tribes 
of the children of Ifrael, we are naturally 
led to underftand, that we cannot enter 


‘into the church of Chrift,until we become 


heirs of the fpiritual -bleffings promifed — 
to the twelve tribes of Hracl. The twelve . 
Angels at the gates are the Minifters of 

Chrift, whole bufinefs it is to admit proper 
fubjects to church fellowfhip, and to open 


the gates of the church for the admiflion 


of members. Thefe twelve gates are 
claffed in four divifions, each divilion con-— 
taining three gates, and facing one of the 
four cardinal points of the compafs : this 
evidently alludes to the encampment of the 
children of Ifrael in the wildernefs under 
four ftandards, having three tribes to a 
ftandard, and each ftandard fronting 


one of the four cardinal points of the 


compafs: fee the fecond chapter of 


Ugg} , 

_ Numbers. This fhews_ that. all who 
belong to the New  Jerufalem: are, to 
be confidered as belonging to fome one 

of the twelve tribes of Ifrael ; agreeable to 
this, is that paflage in Ezek. 47. 22, 23. 
And it foall come to pafs that ye fhall divide it 
by lot, for an inheritance unto you, and to the - 
firangers that fojourn among you, which Salt 
beget children among you 3 aad they fhall be un- 
to you as born in thecountry among the children 

“of Irael : they fall have inheritance with 
you, among the tribes of Ifrael ; and it fhalf 

Come to pals, that in what tribe the franger 

Jojourneth, there fball ye give him his inhe- 
ritance, faith the Lord God. By being 
grafted into the fame ftock with the chil- 
dren of Ifrael, they are confidered as be- 
ing of the fame nation with them, and 
are treated in every refpect, as though 
they were the natural offspring of Jacob. 
See Rom. t1. 16----27. The wall of the 
city we are told had twelve foundations, 

and in them the names of the twelve 
Apoftles of the Lamb; to denote that - 
pure chriftianity is to be taken from the 
Apoftolic writings, and not from the 

_ traditions of fallible men, The wall of 
the city is alfo faid to be an hundred and 
forty four cubits, which is 12 multiplied 


[7a 
by 12, to dbabte ‘that the fecurity and 
protection - “OF. chriftians confit in their 


‘lofely adherin is to the covenant of Brace » 


na ieeoaee “the aricht Patriarchs, ‘and to 


the doctrine of the twelve Apoftles. The. 


foundations ofthe wallof the city are faid 
to be garhifhed with all manner of’ preci- 
‘ous. Peis, each one of the twelve foun- 
dations being gar: difhed with one particu- 
Jar ftoné ; a metaphor taken from the law 
of Moles, where theJewith High Prieft was 
ordered to wear before ihe Lord the 


prexttplate of Judginent, in which were 


placed twelve precious ftenes, which had 
engraved on them the names of the twelve 
cribes of Ifrael ; and they were fet in four 
ows, three {tones in'a row, “agreeable to 
the encainpment of the children of Ifrael 
in the wildernefS under four flandards, 
having three tribes toa ftandard, Now 
theie twathes foundations being garnithed 
with twelve precious flones, feenis to im: 
ply that the doctrine of the twelve Apof- 
tles fliines with the luftre of the precious 


promifes made to the antient fathers of 


the cwelve tribes of Ifrael. We alfo find 
that the fight of the city New Jerufalemi is 
faid to be like aJafper,whick was the ftone 
that reprefented the tribe of —— in 


Re 
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the High Prieft’s breaft-plate, a proper. 
figure for the city Jerufalem, which be- 
longed to the tribe of Benjamin « ...., 
In like manner God the father fitting 
tipon his throne of grace and mercy, is 
faid to be like a Fa/per and a Sardine Stone 3 
a Fafper to fignify Jerufalem, and a Sar- 
dine ftone to fignify Judah : Now Judah 
and Jerufalem are proper types of the 
true chureh of Chrift. Here then is a 
reprefentation of the Deity, confidered as 
the God and father of his church and co-> 
venant people. The rainbow round about 
the throne is a proper token of the cove- 
nant. It’s being in fight like an emerald, 
the ftone of Ruben, in whofe ftandard was 
_ the figure of the face ofa man, denotes 
that this covenant was eftablifhed by the, 
man Chrift Jefus, for the falvation of the 
Human race. The tree of life, i.e. the 
covenant of Grace,is. faid to bear twelve 
manner of fruits, i. e. fruits for every 
tribe of Mrael ; which implies that the 
bleffings of the covenant of grace belong 
to all the children of God. This tree. 
yields it’s fruit every month; by which. 
we are to underftand, that thefe bleflinge 
are difpenfed to the faithful on every fea» 
ite ene aaa ; 


tm 


fon of public: worlhip. ” ‘Here is-a plain 
‘allufion to the Jewiih new moons, which 
_were iacred folemnities for public worlhip, 
fee 2. Kings 4,23. And Maiah,-66, 23. 


ad. Another reafon that iadaces mie to’ 
think | that this pafiage of fcripture, . viz. 
the 66th chapter of Haiah, is applicable to 
the times of chriflianity, is, that the ene=- 
mies and corruptors of the truth under 
the gofpel difpenfation, are Spoken ' of by 
the ae names 5 with the. enemies of the 


seyrees 


ment "aifpentacon : Thus | in ne Rela 


‘tion, Babylon is the name of the great ene- 
my and perfecutor of the true church of 


Chrift..’ In like manner we are ‘told, Rev. a 


Ii. s. That the Antichriftian church. A 
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_ And may we not find a Seoul concern-, 
ing this myflic Sodom ? Ezekiel, 16; 46—--. 
61. That her captivity ‘foall be reftored, and. 


that Sodom and her daughters fhall return to 
their former eftate. But can this. be under- 


ftood of Sodom in a literal fente ? In the 


ae | 
S 


tw 


fame prophefy Samaria is called the elder, 
and Sodom the younger fifter of Jerufaicm : 
But how can this be true in the litceral 
—fenfe, when Sodom was deftroyed from 
-Heaven many years before that Samaria 
was built ? Are we not then naturally led 
tothe myttic fenfe, viz. that before the- 
final detrudction of Antichrift, many Ro- 
man Catholicks fhall be converted, and 
embrace primitive chriftianity ; which 
feems to be confirmed from, Ezekiel, 47, 
8.---r1 ; where we are told that the dead 
fea of Sodomhould be healed by the wa- 
ters that proceeded from the fandtuary ; 
i, c. that by the means of grace, multitudes 
of this myic Sodom fhall be brought to 
the acknowledgement of the truth.  E- 


gypt is. the figure that reprefents the. 


church of Rome in the fellowing prophe- 
‘fies, Waiah, ty..11, 15. Chap. 19, 23.0-- 
25- and chap. 27, 13... Zechariah, ro. 


Io, 13. ‘Lhe Affyria which is mentioned 


with Egypt,in thefe prophefies, is doubt- 

_TefS the fame with the land of Magog in. 
Ezekiel, 38. 2. by. which is generally fup- 
poted that Turkey is,intended; of which 

the antient Affyria is, now a part : In the 
faine feafe, I fuppofe, is. Affyria ‘to be un-. 
derftood in Micah, 5,6. 
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The reafon why the Antichriftian church 
is called Sodom, feems to be this ; that 
having imitated Sodom in wickednefs, 
the punifhment that is to be inflicted on 
them, will be like the deftru@tion that was 
brought upon Sodom and Gomorrah.--= | 
“Compare ffaiah, r. chap. verie,<9, ‘to. 
and chap. 3. verfe 9.* Jeremiah, "aes 
chap. 14, verfe, Deut. 29. chap. verfe, 
23- Inthe laft mentioned text, Mofes 
tells the Ifralites, that when God’s cove- 
nant people thauld apottatize to idolatory, 
their*punifliment fhould be like that of 
Sodom, 47d that whole Land thereof is brim-~ 
= frone, and fale and-burning, that it is not fown 
nor beareth,. nor any grafs groweth therein 
like the overthrow of Sodom and Gomorrah. 
Now as this was never litterally true 
with reipect to the land of Ifrael is it 
not a perdittion concerning the deftrue- 
tion‘of that myftic Sodom the church of 
Rome ?>Edom feems another type of the 
Antiehrifian® Rome, for in the 63d, chap. 
of Ifa. Chrift conquering his enemies is re~ 
prefented 2s comingtromEdom asthe place 
where this tragical {cene is ated. Now: 
compare'this with Rev 19. chap. verfe 13, 
15. and ie will plainly’ appear that ‘the 
‘church of Rome is miftie Edom ; for in 


fey = 


both places Chrift is reprefented as tread~ < 


ing the wine-prefs of God’s wrath, and 
having bis raiment dyed with the blood 
ofhis enemies. Compare alfo Revelation, 

_ chap. 14, verfe, 18, 20. Jt is alfo well 

_ known, that*the Jewifh writers by Edom 
\ underftand Rome, and Romifh chriftians ; 
we are alfo told that the genuine editions 
of the Targum of Jonathan paraphrafe the 
34th chap. of Ifa. verfe oth, thus ; and the 
Rivers of Rome fall be turned into pitch,and the 
* — duft thereof into br imflone, and the Land thereof 
» fuall become burning pitch ; it fhall not be 
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quenched night nor day, the fmoke thereof hall * 


re up forever. Now we know, that this 
Chapter is a prophecy of the deftruction 
of the ‘Edomites ; but the rivers of Edom 
litteraly taken, have never been turned 
into pitch, nor the duft thereof into 
- brimftone. Are we not then to underftand 
the prophecy as a prediction of the de- 
ftruGiion. of the Church of Rome, that 
myftic Edom ? I will now clofe this Ap- 
pendix,by afking’ whether the 66th chap. 
of Ifaiah, may not be illuftrated by com- 
pairing it with the 4th chapter of Micah, 
the firft five verfes of which are evidently 
a prophecy of the glorious ftate of the 
Church of Chrift in the latter days ; in 


{ et. 

-Bheigths sontesitis addedy,.é7 that. day i Ise} 
sat the time. when God fhall.be about to 
ceftablit the glorious ftate of the church, 
faith the Lord will I ajfemble her thet balreth, 
and I will gather her that is driven out, sand 
= cher-that. I have affitted s| and, I will make. her 
_ ebhar: halted, a -rentaant,and-her, that was caf} 
fu: offs a, firong nation ; are not thefe they 
who in Ifa. 46th; verte 5th, .were hated 


cand caft out by their brethren, that ae = 


terwards were born intoanation at once. 


In verte. gth, we read,.Is\ there.no. king in q 


thee? Is thy counfcllor perifhed ? Does net 
this imply fuch a diflolution of the form 
of government as took place w hen-our 


Charter was vacated ? there next follows 


a prediction of the travail of, Zion, i.e. 
as- we have fhewn,abeve, the calamity; of 
war, in which calamity, it.is faid in verfe. 
zo, that they fhould go out of the city, 


vin 


2 


_and fhould.dwell in the field; and have — 


not our capital towns been feized by the 
“enemy, which has| obliged, many of the 
inhabitants. to retire into, the fields: of the 
country 2, It is added thou fhalt goveven 
to. Babylon, there faalt thou be delivered ¢ there 


the Lord joall redeem thee from the hand of 


thine enemies. Are not the French and 


Spaniards a confiderable part of myftic e 
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- Zion is‘compleated? for the 2d verfe be« 
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Babylon? And does it not appear pro= 


bable, that they will be the means of our 
deliverance from our enemies, in -confe- 
quence of our applying to them? many 
nations have alfo gathered together againft 
us, both Europeans, Africans, and Amee 
rican Savages, according to verfe 11th,’ 


And farther is itmotimplyed in the 3d 


verfe of the 5th chap. of Micah, which is 


. plainly a continuation of the prophecy, 
5 contained in chap. 4th, that the reftoras 


tion of the Jews to their own Land fhalf 
take place foon after the deliverance of 


“ying a prophecy, that Chrift fhould be 


* born at Bethlehem, a city of the Jews, 
5 it is added in verfe 3d, Therefore will he 
mpive them up, i.e. the Jews, until the tima 


that fhe which travaileth hath brought forth g 
then the remnant of his brethren fall return ta 


“the children of Tfrael. Thefe obfervations 
~Tfubmit to the judgment of the candid 


and judicoius Reader. 
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